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End of Unit 2 Assessment: Conclusion – 1st Draft

Writing a Conclusion

Contrary to popular belief, conclusions do not merely restate the thesis (or claim), and they should never begin with "In conclusion…" They represent your last chance to say something important to your readers, and can be used for some, or all, of the following tasks:

· Emphasizing the purpose and importance of your essay.

· Synthesize, don’t summarize: Include a brief summary of the paper’s main points, but don’t simply repeat things that were in your paper. Instead, show your reader how the points you made and the support and examples you used fit together. Pull it all together.
· Include an interesting insight or quotation from the research or reading you did for your paper.

· Play the “So What” Game. If you’re stuck and feel like your conclusion isn’t saying anything new or interesting, ask a friend to read it with you. Whenever you make a statement from your conclusion, ask the friend to say, “So what?” or “Why should anybody care?” Then ponder that question and answer it. Here’s how it might go:
Requirements for Conclusion Paragraph:

1. Topic Sentence

· This may transition from your last body paragraph (counterclaim)
2. Finalize main points

· Your reasons and why your argument is strong
· Discuss the significance of this topic (Atticus, the case, your argument)
3. Concluding Statement 

· Something insightful, an interesting quote, a final thought about Atticus
Example from Model Essay

It is clear that Mrs. Dubose’s decision to take a stand for herself makes sense. She holds herself to the same high expectations that she holds others to. Mrs. Dubose is also very brave and faces pain and suffering to take her stand. Mrs. Dubose shows how important it is to stand up for yourself, even “… when you know you’re licked before you begin but you begin anyway and you see it through no matter what.” (112)
Remember – make it your own! Add your own style, voice, and interesting take on the text. Have fun with it!
